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Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Television Movie or Limited Series 

 

MICHAEL KEATON:  Thank you very much.  Sorry.  Quick trip to the men's 

room.  It's packed, by the way.   

This is so nice.  Thank you very much, really.  I'm truly -- I'm so grateful.  You 

know what, there's an argument to be made.  It's a legitimate argument -- look how nice 

everyone looks -- that -- a night like tonight is self-serving, narcissistic.  Yup.  It's a legitimate 

argument to be made.   

That said, I will tell you -- and I'll speak for myself -- I am so fortunate.  I 

mean, we could spend a week here talking about how fortunate I am, and I know you'd all love 

that.  Yeah.  Who wants to hear Mike ramble on for a couple hours?  But I'm so blessed to do 

what I do and so fortunate, and I'm only going to speak for myself.   

I have a job where I can be part of a production like Dopesick or 

Worth -- thank you -- or whatever that actually can spawn thought, conversation, actual 

change.  Who gets to have that job?  Seriously, how fortunate am I that good can come from 

something that I do just because I wanted to become an actor?   

There's massive inequity in the world.  In Dopesick, when you talk about 

addiction, the way to heal the problem is to accept that you have a problem.  Not our country, 

the entire world.  Economically, racially, socially, financially, there's massive inequity in the 

world.  There just is.  There's fair, and there's unfair.  There's not a lot of room in between.   
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I can feel right now the rolling thunder of eye rolling coming across, people 

saying to me things like, "Shut up and dribble.  Shut up and act."   

The acting, I'll quit.  The shutting up, not so much.  I am blessed to be able 

to do something that might improve someone's life.  I'm the most fortunate person.  I swear to 

God I'm so grateful for things like this.  This is nice.  I will tell you we have a fellow actor in 

Zelenskyy, who deserves some credit tonight for fighting the fight.  I've sent out my preemptive 

thanks to everyone involved in this, especially Marney.   

But mostly, given the subject matter, this is for my nephew Michael and my sister Pam.  

I lost Michael -- I lost my nephew Michael to drugs, and it hurts.  This is for my sister Pam.  

Thanks.   


